The Growth of Sudan Communications
By the end of May the railhead had reached Ambigol
Wells some sixty-four miles from Haifa, and construction
was suspended while the troops were being moved up.
On June 6th the Sirdar's forces attacked and routed the
northern Dervish army at the battle of Firket, a few miles
from Kosha. On August 4th the railhead reached Kosha
and preparations were begun for a further advance.
The Nile was rising fast during August and the Sirdar's
preparations for the advance southwards by river were
all but complete when an unexpected catastrophe threatened
to delay the whole forward movement for a year. A
storm, such as had not been known within living memory,
swept the so-called " rainless " district, and between
August 27th and 31st seventeen miles of railway were
washed away by the floods. The situation was grave.
Within a fortnight the Nile would begin to fall rapidly
and the gunboats and steamers might be unable to pass
the rapids of Kaibar and Hannek. Every man was set
to work and Kitchener himself worked with the repairing
gangs. The repairs were finished on September 6th.
Nine days later the whole force was concentrated seventy-
five miles south of Kosha and on September 19th the
action of Hafir was fought and the remnants of the main
Dervish army in the Northern Sudan were in full flight.
Early in October the Nile valley up to within, one hundred
and fifty miles of Abu Hamed was occupied by the Sirdar's
forces.
Writing in Modern Egypt Lord Cromer sums up the
situation in these words :
" In the spring of 1S96 it was possible to advance reasons of
some weight in favour of postponing the conquest of the Sudan.
lii the autumn of the same year it was not possible to adduce a
single valid argument in favour of remaining inactive and delaying
the completion of the work which had been already begun."
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